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T a k e n  f r o m  C a t h o l i c  C h a r i t i e s  U S A  
 

As  C a tho l i c  C ha r i t i es  ag enc i es ,  w e  se rve  a l l  w ho  com e  to  ou r  doo rs  fo r  a i d  
no t  be cause  the y ’ re  C a t ho l i c ,  bu t  because  w e  a re .  Ou r  m i ss i on  i s  roo ted  i n  
t he  se ven  p r i nc i p l es  o f  C a th o l i c  soc i a l  t ea ch i ng  l i s ted  be l ow .  

LIFE AND DIGNITY OF THE HUMAN PERSON  

The  C a tho l i c  C hu rch  p roc l a i m s  tha t  hum an  l i f e  i s  s ac red  and  tha t  t he  d i gn i t y  
o f  t he  hum an  pe rson  i s  t he  found a t i on  o f  a  m ora l  v i s i o n  fo r  soc i e ty .  Th i s  
be l i e f  i s  t he  found a t i on  o f  a l l  t he  p r i nc i p l e s  o f  ou r  so c i a l  t eac h i ng .  I n  o u r  
so c i e ty ,  hum an  l i f e  i s  un de r  d i re c t  a t tac k  f rom  ab o r t i on  a nd  eu tha nas i a .  The  
va l ue  o f  h um an  l i f e  i s  be i n g  th rea te ned  by  c l on i ng ,  em bryo n i c  s tem  ce l l  
r esea rch ,  an d  th e  use  o f  t he  dea th  p ena l t y .  

C a tho l i c  t eac h i ng  a l so  c a l l s  on  us  to  w o r k  to  avo i d  w a r .  N a t i on s  m us t  
p ro tec t  t he  r i gh t  t o  l i f e  by  f i nd i ng  i nc reas i ng l y  e f fec t i ve  w ay s  to  p rev en t  
co n f l i c t s  and  r eso l ve  them  by  peac e fu l  m eans .  We  be l i ev e  t ha t  eve ry  pe rso n  
i s  p rec i o us ,  t h a t  p eop l e  a re  m ore  i m po r t an t  t han  th i ngs ,  and  tha t  t he  
m easu re  o f  eve ry  i ns t i t u t i on  i s  w he the r  i t  t h re a t ens  o r  enhan c es  t he  l i f e  a nd  
d i gn i t y  o f  t he  hum an  pe rso n .  

CALL TO FAMILY,  COMMUNITY,  AND PARTICIPATION  

The  pe rs on  i s  no t  on l y  s ac r ed  bu t  a l so  so c i a l .  H ow  w e  o rg an i z e  ou r  s oc i e ty  
i n  ec onom i cs  and  po l i t i c s ,  i n  l aw  and  po l i c y ,  d i rec t l y  a f fec ts  hum an  d i gn i t y  
an d  the  capac i t y  o f  i nd i v i dua l s  to  g row  i n  com m un i t y .  Ma r r i ag e  a nd  t he  
f am i l y  a re  the  c en t ra l  so c i a l  i ns t i t u t i o ns  tha t  m us t  b e  suppo r ted  and  
s t reng the ned ,  no t  und e rm i ned .  

We  be l i e ve  peop l e  ha ve  a  r i gh t  an d  a  du ty  to  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  so c i e ty ,  seek i n g  
t oge the r  the  com m on  g oo d  and  w e l l - b e ing  o f  a l l ,  espe c i a l l y  t he  poo r  and  
vu l ne r ab l e .  

RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILIT IES  

The  C a tho l i c  t r ad i t i on  tea ches  tha t  hum an  d i gn i t y  can  b e  p ro tec ted  a nd  a  
he a l th y  com m un i t y  ca n  be  ach i e ved  on l y  i f  hum an  r i gh t s  a re  p ro tec ted  an d  
r espo ns i b i l i t i e s  a r e  m e t .  The re fo re ,  eve r y  pe rson  ha s  a  fu ndam en ta l  r i gh t  t o  
l i f e  and  a  r i gh t  t o  thos e  th i n gs  r equ i r ed  f o r  hum an  d ecenc y .  

C o r re spond i n g  to  thes e  r i gh ts  a re  du t i es  an d  res pons i b i l i t i e s – t o  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  
t o  o u r  f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  t o  t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i e t y .  

OPTION FOR THE POOR AND VULNERABLE  
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A  bas i c  m or a l  t e s t  i s  how  ou r  m os t  v u l ne rab l e  m em bers  a re  f a r i ng .  I n  a  
so c i e ty  m ar red  by  dee pen i ng  d i v i s i ons  be tw een  r i ch  and  poo r ,  ou r  t r ad i t i on  
r eca l l s  t he  s t o ry  o f  t he  La s t  J udgm en t  (M t  25 :3 1 -46 )  and  i ns t ruc ts  us  to  pu t  
t he  nee ds  o f  t h e  poo r  and  vu l n e ra b l e  f i r s t .  

THE DIGNITY OF WORK AND THE RIGHTS OF WORKERS  

The  e conom y  m us t  se rve  p eop l e ,  no t  t he  o the r  w ay  a r ound .  Wo rk  i s  m o re  
t han  a  w ay  to  m ake  a  l i v i ng ;  i t  i s  a  f o rm  o f  con t i nu i n g  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  God ’ s  
c rea t i on .  I f  t h e  d i gn i t y  o f  w o rk  i s  t o  be  p ro tec ted ,  t hen  the  ba s i c  r i g h t s  o f  
w o rke rs  m us t  be  resp ec ted – t h e  r i g h t  t o  p r o d u c t i v e  w o r k ,  t o  d e c e n t  a n d  f a i r  
w a g e s ,  t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  j o i n i n g  o f  u n i o n s ,  t o  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y ,  a n d  t o  
e c o n o m i c  i n i t i a t i v e .  

SOLIDARITY 

We  a re  one  h um an  fam i l y  w ha t eve r  ou r  na t i on a l ,  r ac i a l ,  e thn i c ,  ec onom i c ,  
an d  i d eo l og i ca l  d i f f e renc es .  We  a r e  o u r  b ro th e rs ’  a nd  s i s te rs ’  kee pe r s ,  
w he reve r  they  m ay  be .  Lo v i ng  ou r  ne i ghb o r  ha s  g l oba l  d i men s i ons  i n  a  
sh r i nk i ng  w o r l d .  

A t  t h e  co re  o f  t he  v i r t ue  o f  so l i da r i t y  i s  t he  pu rsu i t  o f  j us t i ce  and  p eace .  
Pope  Pau l  V I  t augh t  t ha t  “ i f  you  w an t  pea ce ,  w o rk  fo r  j us t i ce . ”  The  G ospe l  
ca l l s  us  t o  be  peacem ake rs .  Ou r  l ove  fo r  a l l  o u r  s i s t e rs  a nd  b ro the rs  
dem and s  tha t  w e  p rom o te  peace  i n  a  w o r l d  su r r ounded  b y  v i o l e nce  and  
co n f l i c t .  

CARE FOR GOD’S CREATION  

We  sh ow  o u r  respe c t  f o r  t he  C r ea to r  b y  ou r  s tew a rdsh i p  o f  c rea t i on .  C a r e  
f o r  t h e  ea r th  i s  n o t  j us t  an  Ea r th  D ay  s l og an ,  i t  i s  a  r equ i rem en t  o f  ou r  fa i t h .  
We  a re  ca l l e d  to  p ro tec t  pe op l e  and  the  p l an e t ,  l i v i ng  o u r  f a i t h  i n  
r e l a t i onsh i p  w i th  a l l  o f  Go d ’ s  c r ea t i on .  Th i s  en v i ro nm en ta l  ch a l l enge  ha s  
f undam en ta l  m o ra l  an d  e th i ca l  d i m ens i on s  th a t  c anno t  be  i gn o red .  
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